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13 General and Interdisciplinary Studies

Going international: Studying and working abroad (IKK)

2

2

- getting to know and reflecting on scientific literature

- learning from students with other (inter)national experience
- taking different perspectives

- getting actively involved in international groups

- doing mini research projects in the international realm
None
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Course Description

International students in German universities as well as German students preparing for a semester or
and internship abroad face similar challenges: preparing for a different university system, getting
settled in to a new living and working environment, finding new friends and places to earn some money
or improve language skills.

The class "Going international: Studying and working abroad" attempts to improve students'
intercultural communication skills and and develop an international mindset. International and German
students will benefit from the other side's perspectives and experiences.

We will look at different stages of an international experience, starting with the topic of preparation:
What are the benefits of learning the language of the host country, discovering a new culture and
getting on with an unknown bureaucracy?

Later we will look at special features of lingua-franca-interaction, "culture shock" and the so-called
"Erasmus-bubble". We will dive deeper into this phenomenon by answering the question "Why is it so
easy to stay amongst international or home-country fellows instead of making friends with host country
students?"

After having integrated slowly into the host country students may be confronted with racism and
pressure for good marks. Also finding a part-time or permanent job may be on the agenda at this
stage. Scientific literature can help us to cope with these challenges.

Finally we will touch topics such as student's drop-out, getting on with life after coming back home or
finding a job in an international team.

This course will be taught in English. Students with a B2/C1 English language competence are able to
follow the course.

International students and German students who prepare for a exchange semester/year abroad are the
target group of this class.
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